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APPENDIX. 



No. I. Page 99. 

[Report of a Committee, June 6, 1796, to take into consideration 
the Resolve of the Legislature, of Feb. 26, 1796, concerning 
the Publication of a Map of the Commonwealth by the 
Massachusetts Historical Society.*] 

" Committee report that previously to any further proceed- 
ings on the publishing a map of the Commonwealth, the 
Society apply to the General Court, — 

" 1st. For a relinquishment of their proposed right to all copies 
but such as shall be useful in the several departments of govern- 
ment. 

" 2d. That the General Court will loan the Society a sum of money, 
without interest, towards effecting the business of a map. 

" 3d. That the General Court determine on the scale, and whether 
the work shall be one map or two. 

" 4th. That the General Court will be at the expense of such astro- 
nomical observations as may be necessary to perfecting the map. 

" 5th. That the right of property be extended for twenty-eight 
years." t 

* This report, and the memorial following it, in the handwriting of President 
Sullivan, have been discovered among some unfiled miscellaneous papers since 
the meeting of June 6, 1796, was in type. Though the plan embodied in these 
papers failed of accomplishment, they serve to interpret the records at this place, 
and to preserve the history of the transaction to which they relate. — Eds. 

t The paper contained a sixth article, which formed no part of the report 
to the Society : namely, " That a meeting be called on Monday next, at five 
o'clock p.m. " ; also, the following memorandum, " At a meeting, 6th June, 1796, 
report accepted." — Eds. 
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[Memorial to the General Court, conformable to the above 
Report, drawn up by a vote of the Society passed June 6, 
1796.] 

" To the Honorable the Senate, &c. 

" The Massachusetts Historical Society, having received several 
marks of attention from the Honorable the Legislature of the Com- 
monwealth, would willingly avoid soliciting your Honors' attention 
again. As their motive is neither personal honor or emolument, 
but a disinterested wish to promote the interest of their country, they 
cannot but hope for the indulgence of the Legislature. 

" They, by their Committee for this purpose appointed, beg leave to 
represent that, upon attending to the Resolve of the [25th] of [Feb.], 
1795 [6], passed upon their petition, allowing the Corporation to com- 
pile a map from the surveys of the several towns of the State, the 
Society are obliged to apply to your Honors for further aid in that 
important business. By the Resolve referred to, the map is to be 
compiled in such a manner as shall obtain the approbation of the Gen- 
eral Court. Whether the map shall be entire, or be in two or more 
parts, is a question which ought to be finally decided upon before the 
maps of the towns shall be compiled into one. To decide upon this, 
it will be necessary to determine the scale on which the work shall be 
effected, and the Society therefore prays your Honors that measures 
may be taken for that purpose, so that when the work shall be offered 
for the approbation of the General Court, there shall be no difficulty 
arising on this account. 

" The Society further begs leave to mention that, in order to render 
the work so accurate as that the Commonwealth may be well and 
properly represented, there ought to be astronomical observations in 
order to determine the latitude and longitude of several places in the 
State, and they submit it to your Honors whether this shall not be 
done at the expense of the Government. 

" By the Resolve, the Society is to have the copyright of the map 
for the space of fourteen years only. But as it will be a considerable 
time before the map can be compiled and published, that space of time 
will be inadequate ; wherefore, the Society prays that it may be ex- 
tended to twenty-eight years, — the term allowed by an Act of the 
United States for copyrights, when the author of the work survives 
the first fourteen years. 
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" The Society further are obliged to pray your Honors to relinquish 
the right proposed for five hundred copies for the public use. They 
are willing to give as many copies as will be necessary in the several 
departments of State ; but, upon a calculation of the expense, they 
are obliged to solicit the relinquishment of the number reserved. 

" The Society have no funds. They are not, as individuals, men of 
opulence. They voluntarily tax themselves annually in considerable 
sums, in order to promote the design of an institution in which they 
have no more interest than their fellow-citizens ; and they are unable 
to begin this work, unless they can obtain a small sum of money, to 
furnish the material and to pay the artists. They do not wish for a 
grant of it, but pray that a sum may be allowed them from the Treas- 
ury on loan, without interest, in order to bring the business of compil- 
ing a map into a situation which shall secure success to it. Upon this 
arrangement the Society will endeavor to have this project carried 
into execution with all possible despatch and accuracy. 

" "When the petitioners contemplate the importance of the object to 
the Commonwealth, and observe that the expense of surveying the 
several towns will be lost, and the maps of them useless, unless a gen- 
eral map shall be compiled, and that a general map cannot be obtained 
with more accuracy or in a more economical manner than in that by 
them proposed, they flatter themselves that your Honors will not hesi- 
tate to attend to them and to grant their request." 



No. II. Page 217. 

[On page 217 of this volume, under date of Aug. 10, 1810, the 
reader may have noticed, among the gifts there recorded, an 
" Extract from a manuscript Oration, delivered at Plymouth, 
Dec. 22, 1800, which corrects an error in the Life of Cush- 
man, . . . and is a Defence of the Plymouth Settlers against 
the Charge of Enthusiasm. By Hon. Judge Davis " ; to 
which a note was subjoined by the editors. The " extract " 
itself, from Judge Davis's unpublished Oration, has since 
been found among the Society's papers ; and it will probably 
not be regarded as inappropriate to print it at this place. 
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The manuscript was sent to the Society through the Rev. 
Abiel Abbot, of Beverly, enclosed in a letter of his to Dr. 
Eliot, accompanied also by a printed copy of Dr. Abbot's 
own Oration, delivered at Plymouth, Dec. 22, 1809. Dr. 
Abbot's letter will precede the extract from the Oration by 
Judge Davis. — Eds.] 

" Dear Sir, — I transmit you a discourse, delivered in Plymouth 
last December, and request you to do me the honor of presenting it 
to the Historical Society. The particular circumstance which induces 
me to communicate the discourse has delayed the communication. 
The Hon. Judge Davis, to whose Life of Cushman I had referred as 
countenancing the charge of enthusiasm against the Pilgrims, sug- 
gested to me, soon after the publication, that he had changed his 
opinion on that subject, and had expressed the change in his address 
at Plymouth in 1800, which, however, had not been given to the pub- 
lic. He proposed forwarding an extract from his manuscript, to be 
communicated with my sermon through you to the Society. This I 
have just received, and hasten to enclose and transmit with the sermon, 
as it confirms the construction which I had published with some anxiety, 
though I thought not without sufficient evidence. It is certainly of 
some importance, and the biographer of New England will estimate it 
duly, to vindicate the fair fame of our fathers from unmerited reproach 
in this regard ; and I confess that it was with much satisfaction I 
learned from a gentleman, who is among the best informed in New 
England history, that he concurred in the sentiments of that note, 
appended to my discourse. I have the pleasure yet in reserve to read 
your volume of New England Biography, and shall hope to find that 
you have more amply vindicated the Pilgrims from an aspersion which 
has been, with equal freedom and injustice, cast upon them in Europe 
and America. 

" With the best wishes of success to the Society in their important 
researches, and with sentiments of personal respect and affection, I 
am, dear Sir, your obedient servant, 

"A. Abbot. 

" Beverly, June 4, 1810. 

" Eev. Dr. Eliot." 



APPENDIX. 509 



[Extract from Judge Davis's Oration of Dec. 22, 1800.] 

"The spring of 1623 opened with a most gloomy prospect, espe- 
cially as from their scanty store their humane feelings compelled them 
to furnish a part to Weston's company, who, in the month of March, 
abandoned their settlement and repaired to Monhiggan. 

" When the season for planting again arrived, finding by experience 
that the casual supplies obtained by traffic were inadequate to their 
wants, they adopted a new arrangement to secure a competency by 
their own cultivation. For this purpose, the youth were distributed 
in families, and it was agreed that every family should plant for their 
own particular benefit. Land was apportioned to the families accord- 
ing to their numbers, though no division was made for inheritance. 
In all other things a community of property and interest was still pre- 
served. The good success resulting from this arrangement is particu- 
larly noted. ' Even the women and children,' says the Governor, 
' now go into the fields to work, and much more corn is planted than 
ever.' So obvious is the tendency of separate property to stimulate 
industry, that it may seem unaccountable why they should not before 
have adopted it, or why, when adopted, it should have been with such 
limitations. It was not, as has been supposed, from any peculiar fan- 
tastic opinions, for the correct and sober-minded Bradford reproves 
the vanity of Plato's conceit, that taking away property and bringing 
community into a commonwealth would make it prosperous and happy. 
Their community of interest arose from the nature of their engage- 
ment with the company of merchant-adventurers in England, by whose 
aid they had been conveyed to this country, and were furnished with 
■ their necessary supplies. By their articles of agreement, it was stip- 
ulated that the personal services of the planters and of their wives 
and children, estimated at an agreed rate, should make common stock 
with the property advanced either by them or the adventurers ; that 
they should be employed, according to their several faculties, in fish- 
ing, planting, building, and trading, and that, at the end of seven 
years, the capital and profit, including houses and lands, as well as 
goods, should be divided among the adventurers and planters, according 
to their respective shares. By the articles, as first framed, it was pro- 
vided that the houses and improved lands should remain wholly to the 
planters at the end of the seven years, and that they should be allowed 
two days in each week for themselves and families. But these favor- 
able provisions the adventurers afterwards refused to confirm ; and 
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the planters, being resolutely bent on their undertaking, ultimately 
consented, though with great reluctance, to those which were substi- 
tuted. In the execution of this agreement it required all the energy 
and discretion of the principal founders of the settlement to prevent 
serious discontent and divisions. They were determined religiously 
to adhere to their contract ; and, in the sermon of Cushman and other 
documents which have been preserved, we find evidence of their zeal- 
ous exertions to confine the settlers during the stipulated term to an 
exclusive attention to the general interest." 

" For Rev. Mr. Abbot." 



